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subjects are discussed in considerable detail in the Frazerian man- 
ner. Most of the primary and secondary sources cited are at least 
a decade old and recent contributions to the knowledge of primitive 
belief are frequently ignored. The chapter on Totemism is es- 
pecially archaic. 

The book is readable and, with the exception of the Lycopithe- 
cus hypothesis, may be recommended for the consumption of the 
layman. 

E. A. Hooton. 

Harvard University. 
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JOURNAL OP EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY, February, 
1921, Vol. XII, No. 2. Educational Psychology at the Chicago Meet- 
ings of Scientific Societies (pp. 63-71) : A. I. Gates. -At the meet- 
ings of the American Psychological Association and the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science held at the University 
of Chicago Dec. 28-30 eighty papers were read. Half were either 
studies of educational problems or studies which could be directly 
applied to education. Twenty-seven titles dealt in particular with 
tests ; general psychology claimed eight titles, experimental nineteen, 
comparative four, social four, clinical nine, industrial six. Brief 
reviews of the educational papers are given. Professor Margaret 
Floy "Washburn was elected President of the American Psychological 
Association. A Survey of the First Three Grades of the Horace Mann 
School by Means of Psychological Tests and Teachers' Estimates and a 
Statistical Evaluation of the Measures Employed (pp. 72-81) : Clara 
F. Chassell and Laura M. Chassell. - Scores in Stanford revision 
of Binet Test, Pressy Primer scale, Helen Meyer Tests, Teachers' 
Rating in Ability in Reading were gathered. As result the necessity 
for gathering similar data for the children throughout the ele- 
mentary school was realized. The survey was carried out but no 
report has yet been made. Results of the Combined Mental-Educa- 
tional Survey Tests (pp. 82-91) : R. Pinter and H. Marshall. - 
The teste used were described in the Journal of Educational Psy- 
chology, Vol. XII, No. 1. The results are given in this article. 
Mental or educational tests alone are not adequate for a thorough- 
going survey of a school system. A real diagnosis of the difficulties 
existing in any particular instance requires a combined mental- 
educational survey. Many schools whose educational level seems 
passable or good are really inefficient and wasteful of the splendid 
pupil-material they possess. Massed vs. Distributed Effort in Learn- 
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ing (pp. 92-97) : L. A. Pechstein. — Experimenters agree that dis- 
tributed practice is more efficient than massed. Some raise the 
question whether the efficiency of distributed effort is confined to 
certain stages in the learning process or whether this mode of acqui- 
sition is uniformly effective for all stages in the development of a 
habit. This paper shows that the question is tied up with "Is the 
learning mastered as a whole or in parts?" Experimentation was 
restricted to the motor field (maze). The longer and more difficult 
the problem, the more advisable to break it into units and learn both 
the units and the connection of these under massed conditions, it 
being uneconomical to learn the hard problem, irrespective of whe- 
ther effort is massed or distributed. An Experimental Study of the 
Value of Word Study (pp. 98-102) : V. A. C. Henmon. - It was 
hoped that word-study would function in four specific ways: (1) 
increase in vocabulary, (2) increase in ability to give meanings ac- 
curately, (3) in increase in ability to choose words discriminately, 
(4) increase in ability to read difficult prose understandingly. The 
tests employed to measure them were (1) Terman's Vocabulary, 
(2) Thorndike's Visual Vocabulary, (3) A special list of 25 words, 
(4) Trabue's Composition Scale I, Thorndike's Intelligence Exami- 
nation Tests la and lb of Part III. The tests did measure very 
definite outcomes but they did not measure what the word study 
group may have lost in literary appreciation. Group Tests of In- 
telligence: An Annotated List (pp. 103-108) : J. Carlton Bell.- 
A list of 30 tests is given. The need for comparison, analysis and 
evaluation is great. Department of Discussion of Research Problems. 
New Publications. 
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The Aristotelian Society met in London on June 6, Professor 
Dawes Hicks, Vice-President, in the chair. Dr. Dorothy Wrinch 
read a paper " On the Structure of Scientific Inquiry." In the ear- 
lier stages of empirical generalizations results of a general character 
are built up and applied by means of the forms of reasoning em- 
ployed in probability inference, viz., induction and analogy. In the 
more advanced stage the aim of science is to arrange the general 
propositions which cover, as particular cases, the phenomena of 
which we are aware, in such a way that the phenomena, of the world 
are deducible from the smallest possible number of assumptions. 
Logical necessity alone can knit together theories and the experi- 
mental results which go with them. It is found that logic consists 
of relations between sets of properties. The general study of the 
formal and abstract properties is at the foundation of the great ad- 
vance in modern science. In particular the process of true analogy 
whereby the problems of electrostatics, current electricity, thermo- 



